
Carmen's big move

In this story, we meet Carmen. In the next stories, we will learn a bit more about her and about the 

city she lives in and the people she lives with.

It is Saturday and Carmen is moving into a new 

apartment. On Monday, she will start her first 

'real' job after finishing university and will live 

and work in New Spork1 City.

Carmen comes from a small farm-town 

and is excited to experience the excitement of 

life in a big city first-hand.2 It was difficult to 

find an apartment in New Spork City, but 

Carmen spent3 a lot of time looking for an 

apartment that was not too expensive. Finally, 

she found a small one and mailed in her deposit.4

Her father is nervous about his 'baby girl' 

moving to the big city. He knows she is excited, 

but he tries a lot to talk to her about how 

dangerous the city is. He knows that she hears 

every word he tells her – they are sitting together

in the front of a pickup truck and she has no 

choice – but he doesn't think that she really 

understands5 what he is saying.

1 If you don't know what a 'spork' is, you should do a 
Google image search. It's a bit funny.

2 'First hand' means for her own: it's the difference 
between seeing something on TV and doing it yourself.

3 'Spent' is the past of 'spend.' It means something like 
'use up.' We use this word often in connection with time
or money.

4 'Deposit' is money you give someone, but plan to get 
back. In Germany, when you buy a plastic bottle of 
Cola, you pay a 25 cent deposit.

5 To 'understand' means to hear information and to know 
what it is saying to you.

So, as they drive together to New Spork 

City, he hopes that she can learn to handle life in 

the big city before she has too many bad 

experiences.

The moment they drive onto a bridge and 

see the famous skyline6 of the city, her father 

stops talking, to concentrate on the 'city traffic.'

They are driving where Carmen's phone 

tells them to, and Carmen is excited as they drive

between skyscrapers.7 Then, they start driving up

a steep8 hill and the navigation system tells them 

to go into a large, iron gate.

They drive over a cobblestone9 road 

through a park that looks like it needs the 

attention of a gardener. Then, at the end of the 

road they come to a very big house.

“Are you sure this is the right place?” her 

father asks.

To be continued...

6 The 'skyline' is view of a city from a distance. New 
York has a famous skyline and the TV tower is an 
important part of the Berlin skyline.

7 A 'skyscraper' is a building that is very, very tall.
8 A 'steep' hill is the kind you don't want to ride a bicycle 

up because it is too much work.
9 'Cobblestone' is what we used for roads before asphalt. 

They are stones cut to be the same size, put down to 
make a hard road surface.


