
Carmen's apartment

Carmen's father brought her to New Spork City to begin working at her first 'real' job. In this story, 

we see the house and apartment where she will stay.

“You'll be staying on the ground floor,” Carla 

Geldsack says to Carmen and turns to show her  

the way.

They go into a hallway and Carla stops in

front of door at the end of the hallway. She looks 

in her purse for a moment before taking out a key

and unlocks the door. “These are your keys,” she 

says and hands the key ring with several keys to 

Carla.

Then, Carla steps back so that Carmen 

and her father can walk into the apartment first. 

The first thing that Carmen notices1 are the 

beautiful wood floors. Then she sees the 

window: it's a big window, both high2 and wide3, 

and there is a lot of light in the room. But the 

best thing about the window is the view4 from 

high up on the hill looking down at the 

skyscrapers of New Spork City.

Carmen looks at the view for a long time 

while her father examines5 the rest of the 

apartment. His examination doesn't take long, 

1 'Notice' is a verb that means you see something, and 
that you actively know you are seeing it. If you don't 
notice something, you don't know it is there. (“Sorry, 
officer, I didn't notice the stop sign.”)

2 'High' is how big something is from top to bottom.
3 'Wide' is how big something is from left to right.
4 The 'view' is what you can see from a location.
5 To 'examine' is to look at something very exactly and 

very critically.

because there is not much apartment for him to 

look at.

“It's small,” he says, “but it's clean. Did 

you ask her about public transit?”

Carmen didn't ask any questions, so, for 

ten minutes her dad talks to Mrs. Geldsack about 

the kinds of things that parents care about: How 

much is the deposit? Is the neighborhood safe? 

Why did the last tenant6 leave?

Then, Carla Geldsack gives Carmen a 

little welcome speech “I can't tell you what to do,

but my experience is that people who stay in 

their rooms too much don't last here. Enjoy the 

city. If you're aren't in the city, enjoy the 

community7 here in the house. But – and this is 

important – don't fall in love8 with anyone living 

in the house. It always ends badly.”

“Don't fall in love with anyone,” her 

father says. “That seems like the easiest option.”

Carmen rolls her eyes9 and Carla laughs.

To be continued...

6 A 'tenant' is a person who pays rent to live in a place.
7 A 'community' is a group of people who live in the 

same place.
8 To 'fall in love' is to go from not loving a person or 

thing to loving it. “I fell in love with Mary the first time
I saw her...”

9 To 'roll your eyes' is to turn your eyes so that you are 
looking upwards. It normally means you are frustrated 
or annoyed by something.


