
Introducing Henry

We already know Carmen, who just moved to New Spork City. In this story, we meet Henry, who 

lives in the same building.

Henry lives in the smallest apartment in the 

house. He asked Mrs. Geldsack for it when the 

last tenants, a German couple, moved into1 a 

bigger apartment on the second floor.

He wanted the smallest apartment 

because he is the founder2 of a start-up company 

focused on tiny apartments and living in one let 

him turn his life into a laboratory for his 

products.

Henry is in his apartment, alternating3 

between doing push-ups and working on the 

business plan for his startup when Mrs. Geldsack

comes to him and asks if he could lend a hand4 

moving “the new girl” into her apartment.

“No problem,” he says and closes his 

computer. He walks down the stairs to help.

“Hey,” he says, shaking hands with 

Carmen and her father. “I'm Henry.”

“The one waiting for the package,” 

Carmen answers and smiles at him. “I'm Carmen,

1 When we use 'move' in connection with where we live, 
it means to change the location that you live. You can 
move out of an apartment or, in this case move into a 
new aparment.

2 A 'founder' is a person who starts a company.
3 To 'alternate' means to switch between two things or 

activities: first one, then the other, then the first one 
again...

4 To 'lend a hand' means to help someone do work.

this is my dad.”

“Pleased to meet you.5” Carmen's father 

says, checking Henry's feet. Henry still wasn't 

wearing socks or shoes.

They start carrying6 things in from the 

pickup truck that Carmen's father parked outside.

“Looks like nobody else is home,” Henry said to 

Carmen. “Usually, when we have something like 

this to do, everyone in the house helps.”

“Do many people live here?” Carmen 

asks.

“About twenty, in total.” He answers, 

“but it's a rotating cast,7 so I couldn't tell you 

who all lives here now. There are maybe ten of 

us who you will see a lot, me, the Germans, a 

couple of students, the O'Malleys...”

“So,” Carmen asks. “How long have you 

lived in the house?”

“It's a long story.” Henry says.

“I have time,” Carmen answers.

To be continued...

5 “Pleased to meet you” is a fixed phrase that we use 
when we meet someone for the first time. It's a polite 
thing to say and sounds a bit formal.

6 To 'carry' is to transport something in your hands.
7 A 'rotating cast' is a phrase from TV shows. It means 

that people come and go frequently, so though the size 
of a group may stay the same, the people in it change.


