
Henry's garden

Henry is helping Carmen move into her new apartment in the big house by New Spork City. We 

learned a little about his history, and now we learn about what he does now.

“So,” Henry says to Carmen, “my degree1 is in 

Computer Science, and I like it, you know? But 

all the tech jobs2 have this start-up culture: sixty-

hour weeks, the company is your life. If you 

have any personal life at all, it should be 

celebrating whenever your company reaches a 

new milestone.”

Henry sighs.3 “I like having a personal 

life, so I'm never going to have an important 

coding4 job. So, I moved back here and I work at 

the help desk5 of an insurance company and Mrs.

Geldsack lets me run a small garden here.”

“You're the only person I know here who 

gardens.” Carmen laughs. “But you're the only 

person I know here, except for Mrs. Geldsack, I 

guess.”

“I don't think any of us really know her.” 

Henry says. “She keeps to herself.6”

1 Here, 'degree' is the word for the certificate that a 
university gives you. You can have a Bachelor's degree 
or a Master's degree.

2 'Tech jobs' is short for 'jobs in technology.'
3 Like to 'yawn,' to 'sigh' is to breathe in a big way: 

aaahh. This can be a way to show you are frustrated or 
impatient.

4 This means 'computer programming.'
5 The 'help desk' is the word for the people you call in 

your company when you have a problem with your 
computer or the software on it.

6 To 'keep to yourself' means to be a private person, to 
not invite a lot of people into your life.

“Anyway,7 I know nobody likes vegans, 

but I went vegan for an ex-girlfriend and felt so 

much better eating only plants that I stayed 

vegan even after we broke up.8 And I got into 

gardening. Because nobody can garden in the 

city, I'm working on a startup that will focus on 

nano-gardens inside urban apartments.”

“Cool!” Carmen says. She has been in 

New Spork City for less than a day, and she is 

already meeting someone who is starting his own

company. She never met people like that in her 

farming town. “How do these gardens work?”

“I'll show you,” Henry says, “when I get 

a prototype that I'm ready to show off.9”

“I'd like that.”

“Carmen?” Her father called her. He had 

been putting together some furniture in her new 

bedroom. “I'm ready to get dinner, and then I'll 

be taking off.10”

To be continued...

7 We use the word 'anyway,' often to move to what we 
think is the most important part of a story or 
conversation, or to bring the conversation back to 
something we talked about earlier.

8 To 'break up' is to end a romantic relationship.
9 To 'show off' means to do show something to people 

with the goal of making them jealous or proud of you.
10 You know 'take off' from airplanes and airports. People 

use the phrase in a slang way to say 'leave' or 'go.'


