
After dinner

Carmen's first day in New Spork City is almost over. In this story, she meets more of the people who

live in the Big House with her.

The dinner is over. Carmen and her father are 

walking back up the hill to the big house where 

Carmen's new apartment is. The hill is steep,1 

and they are both out of breath.2

Eventually,3 they arrive at the house. 

They talk a few minutes in front of the house, 

where they can see the view of New Spork City 

while they catch their breath.4 It is dark now, and 

they can see that there is light in a lot of the 

windows of the house.

Carmen walks her dad back to the truck.5 

“Listen,” her dad says. For a moment, 

Carmen thinks he is going to give her romantic 

advice again. But he doesn't.

“I wish you the best of luck.” he says, 

“I'm proud of you.”

Carmen gives her dad a hug,6 he drives 

1 'Steep' describes a hill that goes up very fast, so that it 
is hard to walk up.

2 'Out of breath' describes the feeling you have after 
running or doing other exercise, where it's hard for your
to breathe.

3 This words means something like 'finally.' It makes it 
clear that a lot of time passed before this point in the 
story.

4 To 'catch your breath' means to rest until you are not 
out of breath anymore.

5 To 'walk someone somewhere' means to walk with 
them to that place.

6 A 'hug' is like a kiss, but different. To give someone a 
hug, you put your arms around him or her and squeeze.

away, and she walks into the house.

In the foyer, Henry is sitting on an 

armchair with his notebook computer on his lap 

and an open book face down on the arm of the 

chair. Not far from him a girl – maybe thirteen, 

maybe eleven years old – is laying on a couch, 

reading a book.

Carmen walks over to see what book is 

on Henry's armchair. It's a book about business. 

The girl looks up from her book. “You 

must be the new one.”

“Yeah. My name is Carmen.”

“I'm Sarah,” the girl answers. “We live 

over your apartment. So, let me say 'sorry' now 

for the noise.”

“Yeah?”

“My brothers and sister are loud. Why do 

you think I'm here?”

Carmen laughs. “I have brothers, too. It's 

no problem.”

In her apartment, Carmen realizes that 

Sarah is right. Her brothers are loud. It sounds 

like there is a party going on over her apartment.

Because she couldn't sleep, Carmen sits 

by the window and looks out over the city.

To be continued...


