
The playground

Patrick and Melissa O'Malley think it's a shame to spend a beautiful Sunday indoors, so they woke 

up their oldest daughter, Sarah, and took the whole family to a park for a pick nick lunch.

There is a race1 out of the subway station. Sarah 

and her parents are taking the escalator2 up and 

the younger kids are running up the stairs as fast 

as they can. Three of the kids are at the top 

before the escalator, but Ed didn't have enough 

energy to run all the way up. The rest of the 

family has to wait for him to come up the stairs.

The subway stop where they got out of 

the subway is one block from the park. Patrick is 

wearing a backpack with their lunch in it, 

Melissa has a bag with a Frisbee,3 an (American) 

football, and two badminton rackets.

At the end of the block, they have to wait 

for the pedestrian traffic light4 to turn white 

before they can cross. When it changes, Patrick 

first counts all five of his kids and makes sure 

they are crossing the street before he crosses.

The boys all run to the playground before 

Melissa can tell them where to meet. Fortunately,

Sarah thinks playgrounds are stupid and is quick 

to find a spot to sit in the sun. Melissa just tells 

1 A 'race' is a competition to see who is fastest.
2 The 'escalator' is the machine that is like stairs that 

move. You stand on the escalator and it carries you up.
3 A 'Frisbee' is a flat circle that you can throw.
4 A 'traffic light' is the red, yellow, and green light that 

tells the cars when they should go or not. A 'pedestrian' 
is a person who is not driving, but walking. What do 
you think a 'pedestrian traffic light' is?

her to stay put5 and figures6 the boys will go to 

Sarah if they need anything.

“Can you keep an eye on7 our bags?” 

Patrick asks, putting his bag down in front of 

Sarah. The way he says it, it's clear she can only 

say “yes.”

Patrick and Melissa take turns following 

Ed, the smallest, around the playground. They 

also play tag8 and hide-and-seek.9

When the boys are worn out,10 they have 

a pick nick in a field, eating peanut-butter and 

honey sandwiches. “You know I hate these, 

right?” Sarah asks.

“Is there anything you don't hate?” 

Patrick Jr., the oldest of the boys asks.

Sarah just rolls her eyes at him.

To be continued...

5 To 'stay put' is to not move.
6 To 'figure,' in this sense, is something like to think or to

hope. It's not the same as a plan, it's to have an idea 
what will happen because you were in a situation like 
this before.

7 To 'keep an eye on' is to watch something and make 
sure that nothing bad happens.

8 'Tag' is a children's game where one person tries to 
touch another person. Then, the person who was 
touched has run after another person to touch.

9 'Hide-and-seek' is another children's game. In this, one 
person counts to twenty (or some other number) while 
the others hide. Then, the first person looks for them.

10 'Worn out' means physically (or mentally) tired. It 
describes people who have used up all their energy.


