
[Carmen #6] Sunday morning with Carmen

Carmen got to New Spork City on a Saturday. She has one day free to explore the city before she 

starts her job. This story is about the morning of that day.

Carmen's Sunday starts around nine o'clock in 

the morning. She can hear the TV going in the 

apartment above hers and, once1 she remembers 

where she is, she is wide awake.2

She lives in New Spork City now!

There are a lot of things to do today. She 

needs to do some shopping – she needs food, of 

course – and she needs to get her subway card.3 

So, she eats a simple breakfast and heads out.

At the bottom of the hill, she walks past 

the restaurant where she ate with her dad and 

finds the closest subway stop.

Her only plan for today is to practice her 

trip to work. She checks the map she has of the 

subway system, and then gets on the subway.

After swiping4 her new subway card 

through the reader on the turnstile,5 she takes the 

1 The second meaning of “once” in these stories. Here, it 
means the same thing as “as soon as.”

2 “Awake” is the opposite of sleeping and “wide awake” 
is another way to say that someone is very awake or 
fully awake.

3 A lot of subway systems use paper cards as a payment 
system. You can buy the card at a machine, and add 
money to it. You swipe the card – or pull it through a 
card reader – when you get on the subway and it takes 
the money for your trip off the money on the card.

4 Look at 'swiping' in footnote number 3.
5 A 'turnstile' is a machine with a special gate and a small

opening. It only lets one person through at a time. You 
might know this from soccer (football) games or 
walking into a grocery store like ALDI.

subway to the stop where her new job is. At that 

stop, there is a man playing a saxophone, with a 

hat on the floor in front of him. She throws some 

coins6 in the hat as she walks by.

From the stop to the building where her 

office would be on the next day is only a walk to 

the end of the street and around the corner. She 

double-checks7 to see that the building is where 

she thinks it is, and then walks around the 

downtown.

Her first impression8 of New Spork City 

is that everyone is very friendly. If she only 

opens her map on the sidewalk,9 people stop to 

ask if they can help her find anything. But, of 

course, first impressions are not always correct.

After buying a sandwich from a food 

truck, she goes home, where Carla Geldsack is 

waiting for her.

To be continued...

6 Money comes in two kinds. The 'paper money' is called
a 'bill.' (Like “a five Euro bill”) and the small, round, 
metal money is called 'coins.' (“A fifty cent coin.”)

7 To 'check' something is to look to make sure it is how 
you think it should be. To 'double-check' is to look a 
second time, to make sure you didn't make a mistake 
the first time.

8 An 'impression' is the feeling you have about 
something. A 'first impression' is the first thing you feel
or think about a person or thing.

9 Cars drive on the street. The 'sidewalk' is next to the 
street, where people walk.


