
[Carmen #7] The barbecue at the Big House

After Carmen spent the day being a tourist and walking around New Spork City, she came back to 

the Big House and got quite a surprise.

Carmen is tired and out of breath when she 

makes it to the top of the hill where the Big 

House is. When she gets there, she smells 

barbecue and sees people standing behind the 

house, talking to each other.

As she approaches1 the house, Carla 

Geldsack comes to her. “I'm glad2 you're here,” 

she says. “We wanted to tell you, but you were 

not at home when we decided to have a barbecue

to welcome you to the house. I hope you're still 

hungry.”

Carmen spent3 the day walking and only 

ate one sandwich. Of course she is hungry! Carla

takes her through the barbecue, introducing her 

to the people who are there.

There are Günther and Olga Hassmich, a 

couple from Germany. And there are Dave, 

Darryl, Don, and Darwin, four students who live 

in a two bedroom apartment.

Of course Henry is there, and Carla 

introduces4 her to another woman living alone in 

1 To 'approach' is to get closer
2 'Glad' is another word that means almost the same as 

'happy.'
3 This is the past of 'spend.' It's not like the German word

spenden. It's what we do with time or money and 
means something like 'use up.'

4 To 'introduce' is to help two people meet. Like when 
you say “Carla, this is Cindy. Cindy, this is Carla.”

the house, Cindy, and everyone welcomes5 her 

very warmly.

Carmen goes upstairs to freshen up6 

before coming back into the yard to enjoy the 

barbecue.

The food is okay and the evening is fun. 

Eventually, some wine is brought out and 

Carmen has more than one glass, as gets to 

know7 her new neighbors.

They talk about professions,8 hobbies, 

interests. Henry and Carla Geldsack are the only 

people in the Big House who were born in New 

Spork City. Everyone else has his or her own 

story of how and why they came to the city and 

Carmen loves hearing these stories. It seems9 like

everyone loves the city and, at one o'clock in the 

morning, she goes to bed thinking she will love 

it, too.

To be continued...

5 To 'welcome' a person is to greet them, or to give them 
the feeling of being welcome in a location.

6 To 'freshen up' is less than to shower, but it involves 
getting a bit cleaner and maybe changing clothes so 
that you feel better.

7 To 'get to know' is to learn more about. You can use it 
to say you learn more about a person, place or thing.

8 A 'profession' is a big word for a 'job.' It's the kind of 
job that defines who you are. (“I am a teacher.”)

9 We use the word 'seem' to talk about the way things 
look, even if we don't know. (“The teacher seems nice. 
Only time will tell if he is nice.”)


