
[Carmen #9] Welcome to AnonCorp

In this story, Carmen first meets her future boss.

“Hello, Ms. Kleinstadt? I'm Susan, from Human 

Resources.” A woman walks towards Carmen in 

the lobby of the AnonCorp building. “It's my job 

to bring you on board1 here.”

“Nice to meet you,” Carmen says, 

shaking the woman's hand.

Susan has a folder in her hands. She looks

in it briefly2 and says “I see you'll be working in 

Human Resources, too. Let me take you to your 

line manager,3 first. You'll be working for 

Johnathan Keinspass, on the thirty-fourth floor4.”

Carmen, who still really, really needs a 

toilet smiles a moment. She was never on the 

thirty-fourth floor of anything before.

Susan raises her hand,5 like in school. “Is 

there a bathroom somewhere I could stop in 

before we go to Mr. Kleinspass.”

“Keinspass,” Susan corrects her. “There 

1 “On board” describes a person on a ship or a train. 
Companies and other groups use the phrase to talk 
about people who are part of the group. 'On board' 
means you are moving in the same direction as the rest 
of the group.

2 'Brief' means 'short.' To do something 'briefly' is to do it
for a short time.

3 A 'line manager' is the person who is directly above you
in the company's organization. (There is a line from 
you up to your line manager.)

4 'Floor' is not only the thing you stand on in a room (it's 
under the carpet, if you have one) but is also one of the 
words we use to talk about the 'levels' in a building.

5 To 'raise your hand' is to put your hand up, the way you
do in school when you want to speak to the teacher.

are restrooms6 right next to the elevators.7”

Susan uses her ID card to open a small 

gate and let Carmen through. “We'll get you your

own ID, later today.”

In the bathroom, Carmen takes two more 

painkillers. Her headache is making it difficult to

concentrate. Another woman sees her taking the 

pills and says “Honey, we all feel that way on 

Mondays. Hell,8 I feel that way on Fridays, too.”

When Carmen comes back out, she and 

Susan take the elevator to the thirty-fourth floor.

“Hello, Johnathan,” Susan says, opening 

his office door without knocking. “I have a new 

employee for you.”

Johnathan, who is sitting at his desk, 

holding his head in his hands while he looks at 

something on his computer screen, looks up, sees

Susan, and smiles.

“I don't have the time, but I need a break 

from the chaos.”

To be continued...

6 The 'restroom' is the same as the 'bathroom' or the 'loo.' 
We don't normally talk about the 'toilet.' That's the thing
that you sit on, to do your business in the restroom.

7 The 'elevator' is the small room that moves up and 
down in a building, so you don't have to walk on stairs.

8 Maybe you know the word 'hell' as the place where 
Christians believe bad people go. We also use the word 
to make a statement stronger. It's not polite, but it's not 
as bad as a 'bad word.'


